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beyond the reach of human doubt as part of a written reve-
lation from God. And so it came to pass that instead of man's
beliefs as to the origin, nature, and constitution of the world
being left freely open to his intellectual integrity and to the
progress of Physical Science (as we have just seen, his moral,
social, and spiritual welfare were left freely open by Jesus to
his moral integrity and the progress of Moral Science), they
were kept tightly in the hands of Religion 5 and were thence-
forth imposed on man as fixed, absolute, and eternal truths,
from which there was no appeal. What a curse this became
when Physical Science many centuries afterwards began to
make inroads into this cosmogony, and when in consequence it
could no longer be genuinely believed as it had been in the
earlier time, the long history of religious persecution from the
days of Bruno and Galileo onwards almost to our own times,
only too sorrowfully bears witness.

But this adoption of the Mosaic Cosmogony into the
Christian Religion, and the imposing of it on the minds of men
by binding it up under one cover with the rest of the
Scriptures as a single Divine Revelation, had effects of a
different but no less momentous kind. St. Paul made its
doctrine of the Fall of Man one of the pillars of his great
"Scheme of Redemption" ("As in Adam all die/' etc.), and
on it founded that doctrine of the Atonement \yhicli, the
same in substance although slightly different in form, was
passed on from himself to St. Augustine, from St. Augustine
to Calvin, and from Calvin again down to the orthodox
believer of our own time; and it is only within recent years
that this harsh and gloomy doctrine which overshadowed the
Christian conscience for centuries, has been discarded by the
best minds in the Church and allowed quietly to drop into
oblivion.

The next series of errors committed by the Early Church
arose from the giving Supernatural Authority to replies made
by the Disciples and Apostles to personal questions on social or